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|EDITORIAL

KNOW THY HISTORY

“Why did we defeat the Israelis and the Palestinians didn’t?”, the nine-year-old 
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converging into one single answer.

First, who are “we” and who are the Palestinians? And why did the girl assume we 
emerged victorious, at a time when a considerable number of Lebanese and Arabs 
believe otherwise?
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Shimon Peres?
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and master the art of the sword rather than that of the word?
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MENTAL HEALTH CHALLENGES 
IN LEBANON
In an attempt to examine the conditions of mental illness in Lebanon- 
causes, prevalence, and cures- it is important to underline the quality of the 
facilities available for treatment in a continuously stressful environment. 
In light of the limited budget allocated to the mental health care system, 
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This is mostly felt in terms of the number of practicing psychiatrists, and 
the quantity of the research produced. 

What mental illnesses are most prevalent in 
Lebanon? 
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Socio-cultural factors: 
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life are absorbed differently according to every 
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It can be said, however, that certain occurrences 
or conditions will always have some sort of 
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the number of demolished houses in different regions 
at the end of the war. 

Number of Houses Destroyed in the War by Region

Region Partially Destroyed Totally Destroyed Damaged Total Percentage

Mount Lebanon 6410 14778 4630 25818 57.35%

 South 4424 4845 3231 12500 27.77%

Beirut 573 2576 344 3493 7.76%

 North 673 1053 499 2225 4.94%

 Bekaa 235 409 340 984 2.19%

 Total 12315 23661 9044 45020 100.0%

% 27.35% 52.56% 20.09% 100.0%

*Ministry of Displaced 1996 (note that these numbers refer only to houses registered in the ministry)
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Unemployment and Immigration
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extend of course into the realm of the home and the family. In 
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to see what is wrong with the abuse. Studies by Kafa 
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According to the Lebanese Syndicate of Pharmacies, 
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the situation and the urgency of intervention to curb 
further deterioration in mental health.
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|Dr. Hanna Saadah| POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER
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thoughts, and feelings are the results of complex brain programs.  Whereas most of our 
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fatigue, and body aches.  Some of the chemical 
abnormalities, such as the reduction in cortisol levels and 
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historical context, and the constitution of the individual are 
the three main variables that determine the outcome.  
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Posttraumatic_stress_disorder
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ASSASSINATIONS IN LEBANON
PERPETRATORS REMAIN UNKNOWN
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causes for each assassination differ from case to case. In some instances, it is a 
matter of ruthless murder; in others, it is linked to political brinkmanship, a 
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investigated several of these assassinations. In some cases, the courts have reached 
conclusions based on concrete evidence. In other cases, the assassinations remain 
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Name Occupation  Location of the
Assassination

 Date of the
Assassination Investigation Findings

Nassib al-Matni  Publisher of the Telegraph newspaper Beirut May 27, 1958 Futile investigations

Fouad Haddad Journalist for the Labor newspaper Beirut September 19, 1958 Futile investigations

Kamel Mrouw Publisher of Al-Hayat newspaper Beirut May 16, 1966  Perpetrators were sentenced to
prison

Ghassan Kanafani Palestinian writer Beirut July 8, 1972 Accusations were pointed at Israel

Edward Saab   Journalist Beirut May 16, 1976 Futile investigations

Karl Robert Never  Correspondent for the German
magazine Sterne Beirut May 24, 1979 Futile investigations

Adel Abdel-Majid Wasfi  Assistant Editor in Chief of the Falastin
Al-Thawra magazine Beirut June 20, 1979 Futile investigations

Salim al-Lawzi Publisher of the Hawadeth magazine Beirut March 4, 1980  Palestinian killer was sentenced
 to prison

Riyad Taha Head of Lebanon’s press syndicate Beirut July 23, 1980  Verdict issued against members of
the Moussawi family

Yehia al-Hazouri  Journalist for the Al-Liwaa newspaper
and member of the Baath party Beirut August 29, 1980 Futile investigations

Samir Assem al-Sheikh  Editor in Chief of the Al-Fahrast
newspaper Beirut July 9, 1985 Futile investigations

Suheil Tawili Communist journalist Beirut February 24, 1986 Futile investigations

Hassan Fakhr Journalist Baabda June 15, 1986 Futile investigations

Hassan Bazzoun  Editor in Chief of the Beirut Al-Masaa
magazine Beirut February 22, 1987 Futile investigations

 Mahdi Amel (Hassan
(Hamdan Communist journalist Beirut May 18, 1987 Futile investigations

Hussein Mrouweh Leftist thinker and journalist Beirut August 17, 1987 Futile investigations

Mostafa Jeha Journalist Sabtiyeh- Beirut January 15, 1992 Futile investigations

Samir Qassir Journalist for An-Nahar newspaper Beirut June 2, 2005 Futile investigations
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Name Location of the Assassination Date of the Assassination Investigation Findings

Father Habib Khashfa Taibet  (South Lebanon) 1949 The perpetrator was sentenced to death

Father Boulous Massaad Majdel Baana in Aley May 13, 1963 The killer was arrested

Jesuit Father Elian Jervanion - February 14, 1976 Futile investigations

Imam Hassan al-Shirazi Beirut May 5, 1980 Futile investigations

Sayyed Ali Bader Eddine Harouf (South Lebanon) August 5, 1980 Futile investigations

Sheikh Ahmad Assaf Beirut April 28, 1981 Futile investigations

Father Philip Abu Sulaiman Aley April 30, 1982 Futile investigations

Sheikh Halim Taqiyeddine Beirut December 1, 1983 Futile investigations

Sheikh Ragheb Harb Jabcheet (Nabatiyeh) February 16, 1984 Accusations were pointed at Israeli agents

Father Boutros Abi Aaql Sour (Tyre) May 23, 1985 Futile investigations

Father Boulos al-Sahlani Bab Mareaa (Western Beqa’a) November 18, 1985 Futile investigations

Sheikh Sobhi al-Saleh Beirut October 7, 1986 Futile investigations

Jesuit Father Andre Mas Saida September 24, 1987 Futile investigations

Father Albert Khreish Kessrouan April 1988 Futile investigations

 Lebanese Grand Sunni Mufti
Hassan Khaled Beirut May 16, 1989 Futile investigations

Father Semaan Boutrous al-
Khoury A’ajaltoun May 11, 1992  Accusations were pointed at members of the

Lebanese Forces

Sheikh Nizar al-Halabi Beirut August 31, 1995  Members of the group Osbat Al-Ansar were
.arrested and sentenced to death
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Name Location of the Assassination Date of the Assassination Investigation Findings

Former PM Riad Solh Jordan July 16, 1951 Assassinated by members of the SSNP

Former minister Mahmoud al-Aboud Presidential Palace in Kantari 1953  Assassinated by Ahmad sheikh who was reportedly
instigated by MP Suleiman Ali

MP Naim Moghabghab Beiteddine July 27, 1959  The verdict wasn’t put into practice. The perpetrators
were believed to be allies of Kamal Jumblat

Former MP Albert al-Hajj Akkar April 12, 1961 Futile investigations

Former MP Maarouf Saad Saida February 22, 1975  A sergeant in the Lebanese Army was charged with the
crime

Governor of the North Fayez al-Imad - December 20, 1975 Futile investigations

 General Director of the Ministry of
Finance, Dr. Khalil Salem Beirut August 2, 1976 Futile investigations

MP Kamal Jumblat Chouf March 16, 1977 Accusations were pointed at Syrian intelligence

 Former minister and MP Tony
Frangieh Zgharta June 13, 1978 Accusations were pointed at the Lebanese Forces

Former MP Bashir Kairouz - March 16, 1982 Futile investigations

President Bashir Gemayel Ashrafieh September 14, 1982  Accusations were pointed at SSNP member Habib
Shartouni

PM Rashid Karami Aboard a helicopter transferring 
him from Tripoli to Beirut June 1, 1987 Accusations were pointed at Samir Geagea
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Name Location of the Assassination Date of the Assassination Investigation Findings

 MP Nazem Qadri Beirut September 21, 1989 Futile investigations

President René Mouawad Beirut November 22, 1989 Futile investigations

 Former minister and MP Elie Hobeika Hazmieh January 24, 2002 Futile investigations

Former PM Rafik Hariri Beirut February 14, 2005 The STL indicted four members of Hezbollah

 Former minister and MP Bassel
fleihan Beirut February 14, 2005 The STL indicted four members of Hezbollah

MP Gebran Tueni Mkalles December 12, 2005 Futile investigations

Minister and MP Pierre Gemayel Jdaideh November 21, 2006 Futile investigations

MP Walid Eido Beirut June 13, 2007 Futile investigations

MP Antoine Ghanem Sin el-Fil September 19, 2007 Futile investigations

Other assassinations
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Name Occupation Date of the Assassination Investigation Findings

Munir Daou Qaemaqam 1956 Futile investigations

Abdallah Osseiran Son of former Speaker Adel Osseiran (Saida) December 22, 1972  A member of the Al-Zain family was charged
with the crime

Moussa Sh’eib Member of the Iraqi Baath Socialist Party 
leadership July 28, 1980 Futile investigations

Hassib Abdallah Ambassador in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs April 28, 1978 Futile investigations

O’smat Murad Official in the Islamic Unity Movement August 2, 1981 Futile investigations

Hassan Sharri Member of the Amal Movement’s politburo October 20, 1981 Futile investigations

Tahseen al-Atrash Member of the Qatari Baath Socialist Party 
leadership November 17, 1981 Futile investigations

Khalil Hatoum Delegate of the Communist Party in the 
National Lebanese Movement April 23, 1982 Futile investigations

Rafiq Bashasha Official in the Nasserite Popular Movement May 16, 1982 Futile investigations

Ali Suleiman Consultant to the Ministry of Foreign affairs 
and Immigration January 11, 1983 Futile investigations

Ghaith Khoury Head of Byblos District for the Phalanges 
Party February 15, 1984 Investigations reveled the perpetrators

Sarkis Aznavorian Member of the Central Committee for the 
Tashnaq Party April 23, 1985 Futile investigations

Muhammad Slim Defense official in the SSNP June 3, 1985 Futile investigations

Khalil A’akkawi Official in the Islamic Gathering in Tripoli February 9, 1986 Futile investigations

Khalil Na’oos Member of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party February 20, 1986 Futile investigations

Zaven Tashjian Head of the Tashnaq Party in Anjar February 27, 1986 Futile investigations

Mostafa Ali Kreidieh Media official for Jama’a Islamiya May 5, 1986 Futile investigations

Nassib al-Khatib Head of the Arab Democratic Party May 6, 1986 Futile investigations

Adnan Qansoh Official in the SSNP February 26, 1987 Futile investigations

Habib Kairouz Communication and  Media Officer for the 
SSNP October 22, 1987 Futile investigations

Tawfiq al-Safadi SSNP Labor and Social Affairs Official October 23, 1987 Futile investigations

Muhammad Shuqeir Consultant to President Amin Gemayel 1987 Investigations indicted members of the SSNP

 Daoud Daoud, Mahmoud Fakih
 and Hassan Sbeiti Amal Movement officials September 22, 1988 Futile investigations
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Name Occupation Date of the Assassination Investigation Findings

Elias Al-Zayek Member of the Lebanese Forces Command 
Council January 16, 1990 Samir Geagea was charged with the crime

Dany Chamoun Head of the National Liberal Party (Baabda) October 21, 1990 Samir Geagea was charged with the crime

Sayyed Abbas Moussawi Secretary General of Hezbollah February 16, 1992 Killed during an Israeli aerial operation

Fouad Moghniyeh Member of Hezbollah 1994 Ahmad Al-Hallak was sentenced to death

George Hawi Former Secretary General of the Lebanese 
Communist Party June 21, 2005 Futile investigations

Imad Mughniyeh Hezbollah Leader February 12, 2008 Accusations were pointed at Israel

>�����	!������	�
Four members of the military fell also victim to assassination.

Name Location of the Assassination Date of the Assassination Investigation Findings

Major General Khalil Kenaan Baabda September 28, 1986  Accusations were pointed at members of
the Lebanese forces

Major General Francois al-Haj Baabda December 12, 2007 Futile investigations

Major Wissam Eid Hazmieh January 25, 2008 Futile investigations

Brigadier General Wissam Hassan Ashrafieh October 19, 2012 Futile investigations

Arab and foreign diplomats
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Name Location of the Assassination Date of the Assassination Investigation Findings

Syrian Colonel Ghassan Jdeed Beirut February 19, 1957  Assassinated by the Palestinian Ahmad Sha’at
upon instructions of Abdul Hamid Siraj

 PLO members (Abou Youssef Najjar, Kamal
(Nasser, Kamal Edwan Beirut September 11, 1973 Assassinated by Israeli commandos

 U.S. Ambassador to Lebanon Francis Meloy
and the economic attaché Beirut June 16, 1976  Accusations were pointed at Palestinian

organizations

Fateh Movement member Ali Hassan Salameh Beirut January 22, 1979 Assassinated by Israeli commandos

French Ambassador Louie De Lamare Beirut September 4, 1981  Accusations were pointed at pro-Syrian
organizations

 Commissar Minister in the Algerian Embassy
Rabeh Khrwaa Beirut January 13, 1983  Assassination instigated by his wife for

personal reasons
 President of the American University of
Beirut, Dr. Malcom Kerr Beirut January 18, 1984 Futile investigations

American diplomat William Buckley Beirut October 11, 1985  No clues were found despite the accusation of
the Islamic Jihad Organization

 Premier Secretary in the Jordanian Embassy
Naeb Omran al-Ma’aytah Beirut December 29, 1993  Accusations were pointed at Palestinians

affiliated with the Fatah Revolutionary council

Attempted Assassinations
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PREVALENCE OF CRIME
IN LEBANON
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reasons and circumstances behind these crimes, for they could stem from social, 
cultural, economic or retaliatory motives, but it is certain that the prevalence of 
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in addition to other factors including 
the laxity of the state institutions, the 
absence of accountability and the 
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Numbers of crime victims in the past four years
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FOREIGN LABOR FORCE IN LEBANON
PROBLEMS AND CRISES
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and referred her to the Criminal Court.
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“According to the statistics of the 
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this wish, thus driving her to suicide.
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Photo by Mohammad Mashla
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PROSTITUTION
FORBIDDEN, YET INHERENTLY 
EXISTING IN LEBANON
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home to multiple legally regulated professions that set the stage for the practice 
of prostitution, especially that the Lebanese tourism industry makes the total 
elimination of it highly unlikely. Being a country famous for an unparalleled 
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Under the name “artist”, thousands of women from 
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any action to curb its proliferation, 
especially that it booms in the tourism 
and hotel market and is being covered 
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POLL ON CIVIL MARRIAGE
51% PRO-CIVIL MARRIAGE

46% PRO-RELIGIOUS MARRIAGE
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larger but are seemingly incapable of achieving their goal due to several reasons, 
particularly the deep-rooted sectarianism in the Lebanese society. 
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Stance on marriage system by sect Table 1
What is the marriage 
system you prefer in 
Lebanon?

Maronite 
(%)

Orthodox 
(%)

Catholic 
(%)

Armenian 
Orthodox/

Catholic (%)

Sunni
(%)

Shia’a
(%)

Druze
(%)

Alawi
(%) 

Christian 
minorities 

(%)

Total 
(%)

Religious 28 41 22 20 66 55 30 50 60 46

Optional (Religious 
or civil) 46 28 33 55 26 29 26 25 40 33

Civil 23 31 41 25 5 13 37 25 0 18

No answer 3 0 4 0 3 3 7 0 0 3

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
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different regions and sects across Lebanon.
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KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY:
A LONG WAY TO GO
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Bigger attention is given to raising mental 
health awareness among students within 
Lebanon’s schools and universities. It is of the 
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THE MONTHLY INTERVIEWS

SHEREEN KREIDIEH
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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR 
ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION 
AND TRANSPLANTATION
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wait longer on the waiting list, contrary to those with 
heart or liver failure, to whom time can be a life-saving 
factor.
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AT THE AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY
SOPHOMORE YEAR
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CARTHAGE’S SALTY DEFEAT 
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A LIFE THROUGH 
MEMORIES
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her father was suffering from a lung abscess instead.  
After his death, her life was focused on her education 
and activism with the Syrian Social Nationalist Party of 
which she was a member. She regrets the change that 
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university from tilting into chaos. As she mentions a few 
incidents where she had to interfere with students either 
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BEIRUT IN WORDS, PICTURES AND COLORS
(LAWNOULI, RSEMOULI, KTEBOULI BEIRUT)
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LEBANESE FAMILY NAMES DENOTING COLORS 
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WADI EL-SIT 
A TOWN AWAITING RETURN
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resembled a valley, and which was home, long time ago, 
to a lady descending from the Al-Shihab family. 

Location
Wadi el-Sit is located in the Qada’a of Chouf in the 
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THE LEBANESE DETAINED IN SYRIA
#�����	��wG��������
������������+!	��z�����������������
�
�	�������������
������
����
���
����
/�	��������
	��������������+!	�����	�!����G�����������������\\���
����]'�����������[��
�����
of short interruptions in some areas of Beirut and Mount Lebanon during the Israeli invasion 
���G�������;��=�'��=]<'�����+!	�������������������
����
��������
�����G����������	�����	���
	������B�
�	�������
����������	�����������	��	��������+�����������
�����������	��	������
��������

�!�������	���
����!��	�����
	���������������!���	������	�������������#���+!	���������	������

��!����!����
���!�G��������
�������������������������������������
������
�����	�����������	�
����
�������	�����
����+!	����
	��������	�������������	�
�	����	������	�����!������	������
��

+
������)�
��������������
�����������
����

��
���)

��

0��
�)��
������
�$���@C;@��

���
�)
�������

�(������
������������)�	��
��;;�9
)��
�
��
���
��
���"�
�������
�

�������)��*���������������!
������
��	�
�+	�*
������
(����� 1������� �

�*������
���
�
� ���
�� �
�
��
�2/�+
���
�
!
����
������
��

�����
������
��
��
����
�����(�����
�� ��������� ��	�
� ���
�� ��� 
��� ��
!��	���� )

�� ��� ���	
�
concerning only those who are anti-Syrian, with those 
�
���
�
����D(�������!���������/�

+

� 9
)��
�
� ����
��	�� ��� �

� �
�
������ ��� �������
�����	�������� �
������)�
�D�)
� ���������!
�����
����!
D�
���� ��� 	����*���� �

� ���
� ��� �
��
� �)�	��
�� ����
�
����
��
��������
�� �
�� ��� ���� �
�	���/�+
��� ��	�
� ���
������������
�������������������
��

�����
��������������
���)
�������������
��������

��
�����)�����
������	�������
/�

“I demand the Lebanese government to form a 
������
����� �������

� ��� ������� 	�� ��� �

� 
	���
���
���9
)��
�
��
���
��
����
�� ���(�������������O��	�
�
��*
��

��������

����*
�����
��	��	�����

����
�����

�
;;�9
)��
�
�*������
�����	���J�����
���������B�����
Syria”. 
(Statement by Lebanese Forces leader Samir Geagea- 
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one of the main clauses in the mission of the observers 
that the Arab League will send to Syria”. 
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“Syria does not admit to having any Lebanese national 
detained within its land, and demands the release of a 
thousand Syrians detained in Lebanon”. 
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they are dead we want their remains”.  
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JANUARY 2013 HIGHLIGHTS
ORTHODOX GATHERING PROPOSITION
 Displaced Breeh residents to return home
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 Postponement of dialogue until further notice
 Sheikh Assir in Kfardebian
 Exacerbation of the Syrian refugees’ crisis
 Mikati in KSA
 Attack on Minister Karami in Tripoli
 Escalatory campaign for the approval of optional civil marriage in Lebanon
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 Protesters from the Phalanges 
Party and the National Liberal Party 
demonstrate outside the Syrian Embassy 
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 Protesters hurl eggs and tomatoes at 
the French Embassy in Beirut in demand 
of the release of George Ibrahim Abdallah.
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stressing that the civil marriage issue is not 
on the table at the moment.
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 French President Francois Hollande 
receives former Lebanese President 
Amine Gemayel.
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY- LEBANON
ASSASSINATION OF KAMAL JUMBLAT ON MARCH 16, 1977: 
ACCUSATIONS POINTED AT SYRIA
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THE JUMBLATS AND POLITICAL ASSASSINATIONS 
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political and national activism, refusing to forfeit their role and status. The assassination 
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY- ARAB WORLD
ISRAEL AND EGYPT SIGN PEACE TREATY IN MARCH 1979
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Menahem Begin signed in the White House a peace deal brokered by the then American 
President Jimmy Carter. 
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SYRIAN CRISIS SPILLS OVER INTO THE ECONOMY 

+!	�������������������������
�!��	�����
	�������������������
�	��������	���������
����������	!3��������!������������
���������
�����	������	�������
	���������	��
����������������������������
����Z���	�����
	��������
���	�����!�

�����
� ������	������	��� �����	�����	�� ������		������������F�
	���������	��
��#�
�!�� ������������� ����	��!�
��������������������������
���

��	�����������	�������������	�����
��������
�����������!���
���	����������
extend into neighboring countries. With the regime under close scrutiny from its people and the international 
��������!������
�	����������������������������	�����������!������������	���������
�����������������	���

�������������������*

�����������
�������������������

�
state of the Syrian economy remains hard to attain since 
the regime still retains control over what data on the 
economy is released. However, estimates show that for 
�

��
���@C;;���

�3��������
����
������

���	������������
D@>/�K���@C;@���

�������X��*�
������
���
�������
����
�
)������

��</H>/���������������

�(��������	���
��������
E;/C<>��������!��	
/�"����
������
�����
����������
����
���
������
�
�!
��
���
���)

���	�����
���/�+��)��*��
���
	��� �

� �
������ X��*� 
��� )

�� �	��������� �

� ��	���
with its reserves of hard currency and increasing interest 
���
�� ��� ������ �	��
���� �
������/� +
��� ��� 
0�
��
�� ���

���	���
� �
���
� ��� *

�� �

��� ���
�� ��� ������ )��*��
and to continue using the Syrian currency. 

"����� ����� �

� �	�)
��� ���� �

� �
�
���� ��	�
��� �

�

�������� ���	������ ��� ������������ ��� �����)�
� 
����
����
�
��� )�� �

� (������ �
���
/�"��
�� ����
��
�� ��!
���
��� ���
��	������ ���� ������ �
!
�	
� ��� V� )������� �������� ����� �
���
�
���������
����@C;C����	���������!�����
��
��
��)��H;>����
@C;;���������	��

���
��
��
����@E>����
0�
��
������@C;@�
1���*
��
�
���
/���2/�+

�
������
	�
��
�����
�����	
���������
the country, and consequently, electricity is unavailable for 

�	���
!
������/�B!
������

���������������	����
���
������
�
��������������������*�������
�����
�������

����
�����

���
��!
�/�$��
�!
����

�����
������������
���
�!
��
��

���
��


��
������
��

����
��������������
��
����=>����@C;;/�+

�
���
��������	������ �����������
� ������������� �

�
������O�
���������������
��)���

����
��������������	�������
������

0�
��
��������
�������

����	�����/�

+

� ���������� ������� 
��� ��	�
�� ��
��� 
��������
������������� ���� �

��� ����
� ��� ���
������ ��� (����%��
neighbors. Iraq and Lebanon are two of its most 
���������� �������� �����
��/� ��� )��
� ���
�������� �

�
��!
�
��� ��� �������� ���� 
0������ 
��� �
��
��
��
������������/� ��� �

� ���
� ��� ������ !���
��
� ��� �

�
(������ )���
�� ����	���� �

� ��	����%�� ����� ���
��� ���
$
���
����
��������/����9
)���������	)������������	���
����

���	����%�������	��	�����	����
����
�������
�������
Syria. While the damage to its economy was of course 

��������
���	���9
)����%��3��������
��������
����
����
�����@>����@C;;/�:	�)
�������@C;@��
�������)��	�	��
���
�
������
���������������;>����J>/�

In addition to inhibiting the trade between Syria 
and Lebanon, the crisis has decreased the assets of 
9
)��
�
� )��*�%� �������
�� ��� (����� )�� HCC� ��������
�������� 1���������� ��� 9
)����� +
��� �

*�� �� X�)����
X��*��
������	)���

��:�!
�)
��;@�
��@C;@2/�+
��� ���

0�
��
�� ��� *

�� ������� ���
� �

� ������	�	�� �������/�
9
)��
�
�)��*����
�!
�������!
����(������)	��
�!
�)

��
��

�����������
�������������������/�+
��������
0��
�)��
�
�

��������������
����
�����
�����
�/�

"����� ����� �

� )��*���� �
������ ��	����� ��� 9
)�����

��������)

���
����������
�
�����

����	���������(����/�
"�������������

�9
)�����+
����

*��
������
�����
��
�)�!
���

��	�)
�������	�����������

������;C�����
�����
@C;@��
��
��
��)��;E/V>�������

����
��
������

��
���
)
���
/�B0�
��
������

��	�)
��������!
�
���������������
9
)�����)�������
����
!
�
����
�	�*/�#���

���

��
�����
the continuous entry of Syrian refugees into the country 
�����
��	������

�9
)��
�
�����
�������
���

������
�
���
of its resources to accommodate for this change.  

+
����������������

���������������
���������
!
����
����
of Syria, basic items that are generally consumed by 
���
�������
�������
��
�!
�
����

�������
����������
��
)�� �

� ��!
���
��/� +
��� 
��
!
�� ��
�� ���� ���!
�
����
��������
��������� �

�
�����
��
�������
�!
�)

��
�����
�� ��� �

� 
0�
��
� ��� ���
���� �	��
���� �
�
�!
���
which, in accordance with the monetary reserve have 
)

���
������������
��/�+

���!
���
���
�����������	
��
���
��	��
����������
�����
�
���
����	�����/�+
��������
���!
� ��	��
�����	���!
�� ��� �

� �
!��	������ ��� �

�
(������ ����� ���=;���	�����
��T(�������� 1��
!��	�������
H=� ��	���2� ����� ����� ��	�
� ���
� ��������/� ���
� �

�
�
���
%���	��
������������)
�����������
������*
���������
�
������!
�
�������

��
���
������	���
���������������
��	���)
����	�����������/�X	�����
��

��������
0��������
�
���)
������

�������������
������
��M	���)
��������
/� 

issue 128 | The Monthly is published by Information International s.a.l.



ARAB WORLD FOCUS|45

IRAQI ECONOMY
*���'��	�5	�$���������
��	�����
���������������	������������
�
�����������	�����������������	!�
	�����	���	���!��	���������������|���������	������������������������	������#��������	!����������
J�����	�����	���	�������������������	�
���
�!����������������	�����������
���������������������������
����
	�
�����������	�����5�������������������������
!��	������������
	�
�����������	�
���������
����

	�
��������	�������"�����������		������
�!��#���������	�����[
����
����	�����`�����������		����
��
�!��!����]��|������������	������������	�!��	����������
�	�
��!����������	!3��
�����������������
���N�����������	������	�����������������������	�������	��������
�����
	�������������	��������
��		�
��������
��������K����������	���	����	�������������������������
���������	������

+

���)�
�)
�����
�������

������
�����

�����	�����������	�
�����������������
�@CC=/�+

���������
������
��
��
������������
��������	�������
�!
������
0
�)��
������
��������
��
/�+

��������������
���
!
��������

����
������	����
�����)���

�
#���������������"��)��
����
	��B0����������	����
��1���
����/���2������
�
��
��)
���/�

2011 2010 2009 2008 2007

Crude Oil Production 2558.0 2358.0 2336.0 2280.5 2035.2

 Installed Refining
Capacity 860.0 858.0 789.0 597.0 597.0

Oil Consumption 590.8 538.5 495.4 417.1 344.6

Crude Oil Exports 2166 1890 1960 1855 1643

*Numbers are in thousands of barrels/day
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are then generated into infrastructure, which in turn 
allows for more growth in the oil sector. 
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A SPRING NOT SO ROSY FOR WOMEN
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rights. So far, it has not made any initiatives towards 
including Sharia in the constitution. 
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countries. For this reason, new state actors can have 
a great effect on the way things are administered. 
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Towards
REAL ESTATE PRICES- 
JANUARY 2013
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in Lebanon and Syria.

Prices maintained stable levels and are likely to 
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the resumption of housing loan activity.

Tables 1 and 2 illustrate the prices of some estates 
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Prices of some estates sold in January 2013 Table 1
Region Area m² Price (USD) USD/m²

Beirut

Ramlet Al-Bayda 1,600 12,800,000 8,000

Baabda

Louaizi 1,100 1,650,000 1,500

Yarzi 1,000 2,000,000 2,000

Hazmieh (Mar Taqla) 1,200 2,220,000 1,850

Matn

Antelias  2,300 5,750,000 2,500

Beit Meri 800 800,000 1,000

Jal El-Dib 2,000 3,000,000 1,500

Aley

Aramoun 1,100 550,000 500

Ain Dara 4,000 400,000 100

Khaldeh 1,400 1,400,000 1,000

Kessrouan

Ballouneh 900 585,000 650

Kfardebian 1,100 231,000 210

Ajaltoun 1,000 350,000 350

Source: Information International- January 2013

Prices of some apartments sold in January 
2013 Table 2

Region Area m² Price (USD) USD/m²

Beirut

Ashrafieh- Rizk 160 480,000 3,000

Sodeco 220 528,000 2,400

Geitawi 150 315,000 2,100

Mar Elias 200 600,000 3,000

Bourj Abou Haidar 100 200,000 2,000

Sanaye’e 220 704,000 3,200

Tallet El-Khayyat 150 600,000 4,000

Baabda

Hadath- Saint Thérèse 200 380,000 1,900

Ain Remmaneh 150 210,000 1,400

Brazilia 200 400,000 2,000

Mar Taqla 250 500,000 2,000

Matn

Bourj Hammoud 100 100,000 1,000

Mansourieh 150 210,000 1,700

Beit Meri 220 396,000 1,800

Sin El-Fil (Horsh tabet) 200 370,000 1,850

Broummana 330 825,000 2,500

Aley 

Aramoun 120 132,000 1,100

Doha Hills 250 600,000 2,400

Bshamoun (Yahoudieh) 180 252,000 1,400

Doha Aramoun 190 285,000 1,500

Kessrouan 

Adma 160 272,000 1,700

Adoniss 120 156,000 1,300

Haret Sakhr 170 204,000 1,200

Sahel Alma 130 130,000 1,000

Source: Information International- January 2013
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Towards
PRICES OF 100 FOOD PRODUCTS 
JANUARY 2013
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in the prices of the remaining 29 items. This trend 
comes as no surprise at the beginning of the year, 
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Prices of 100 food products in January 2013 compared 
to December 2012 (in LBP)

Table 1

Item and Brand
Prices 

beginning of 
January  2013

Prices end 
of December 

2012

% of 
price 

change

Oil

Afia corn oil (3.5 liters) 17,450 17,450 0

Mazola corn oil (3.5 liters) 17,500 17,500 0

Mazola corn oil (1.8 liters) 9,250 9,450 2.1 +

Slim corn oil (2 liters) 8,000 8,250 3.1 +

Wesson corn oil (2 liters) 9,000 9,000 0 

Ghandour soya oil (3.8 liters) 17,000 17,000 0

Alfa corn oil (4 liters) 14,500 14,500 0

Al-Wadi olive oil (1/2 liters) 6,450 6,450 0

Ketchup and Sauces

Libby’s Ketchup (567 g) 2,250 2,250 0

Extra Ketchup (340 g) 1,550 1,650 6.4 +

Extra Ketchup (2.2 kg) 5,500 5,500 0

Dolly’s Mayonnaise (500 ml) 4,000 4,500 12.5 +

Al-Wadi Mayonnaise (500 ml) 3,500 3,750 7.1 +

Al-Bsat Tahina (900 g) 7,450 7,450 0

Al-Bsat Tahina (450 g) 3,900 4,000 2.5 +

Taous tomato sauce (70 g) 730 745 2 +

Taous tomato sauce (425 g) 3,200 3,200 0 

Tala tomato sauce (675 g) 3,300 3,300 0

Prices of 100 food products in January 2013 compared 
to December 2012 (in LBP)

Table 1

Item and Brand
Prices 

beginning of 
January  2013

Prices end 
of December 

2012

% of 
price 

change

Dairy Products

Candia full cream milk (1 liter) 2,600 2,600 0

Candia full cream yoghurt (1 kg) 3,000 3,250 8.4 +

Bonjus labneh (1 kg) 5,000 5,000 0

Taanayel labneh (500 g) 5,700 5,800 1.7 +

Candia labneh (500 g) 5,150 5,300 2.9 +

Taanayel yoghurt (1 kg) 3,750 3,750 0

Smeds cheese (400 g) 4,850 4,850 0

Picon cheese (360 g) 3,900 3,900 0

Picon cheese (160 g) 1,975 1,975 0

Double-crème cheese (1 kg) 11,000 11,000 0

Fresh country cheese (1 kg) 11,500 11,500 0

Kashkawan cheese (1 kg) 13,500 16,100 19.2 +

Lurpak butter (200 g) 2,750 2,750 0

Tatra butter (200 g) 2,600 2,750 5.7 +

Al-Malaaqtain margarine (2 kg) 9,450 9,750 3.2 +

Al-Baqara al-Haloub margarine 
(2 kg)

35,000 35,000 0

Vegetaline margarine (2 kg) 18,900 18,900 0

Nido full cream milk (bag) 
(2,250 g)

21,850 21,850 0

Nido full cream milk (bag) 
(2,500 g)

26,250 26,250 0

Tatra full cream milk (1,800 g) 20,500 20,500 0

Cereals

Khater white lentils (1 kg) 3,750 3,750 0

Khater chick-peas (1 kg) 3,750 3,750 0

Khater beans (1 kg) 2,000 2,000 0

Peeled wheat (1 kg) 2,000 2,100 5 +

Pineal Lima Bean (1 kg) 3,750 4,000 6.7 +

Brown Fine Burgul (1 kg) 1,750 2,000 14.3 +
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Prices of 100 food products in January 2013 compared 
to December 2012 (in LBP)

Table 1

Item and Brand
Prices 

beginning of 
January  2013

Prices end 
of December 

2012

% of 
price 

change

Egyptian rice (1 kg) 1,790 2,000 11.7 +

American rice (1 kg) 1,750 1,750 0

Italian rice (1 kg) 2,350 2,350 0

Al-wadi Hommos Tahina
(380 g)

1,500 1,500 0

Chtoura Hommos Tahina
(380 g)

1,500 1,500 0

California Gardens beans
(450 g)

1,500 1,500 0

Al-Wadi beans (450 g) 1,200 1,200 0

Chtoura beans (480 g) 1,250 1,400 12 +

Libby’s corn (340 g) 1,450 1,750 20.6 +

Pasta

Barilla spaghetti (500 g) 2,250 2,250 0

Antonio Amato spaghetti
(500 g)

2,200 2,200 0

Monte spaghetti (500 g) 2,300 2,300 0

Sugar (2 kg) 3,200 3,200 0

Al-Ousra sugar (5 kg) 7,500 7,500 0

Salt (700 g) 500 500 0

Box of salt (738 g) 1,500 1,650 10 +

Meat, Fish and Eggs

Zwan chicken (200 g) 2,550 2,550 0

Zwan beef (200 g) 2,500 2,500 0

Luncheon meat beef (198 g) 2,100 2,100 0

Al-Mona chicken (200 g) 2,000 2,000 0

Al-Taghzia beef (200 g) 1,950 2,000 2.5 +

Al-Taghzia chicken (200 g) 2,000 2,000 0

Geisha sardine (125 g) 1,500 1,500 0

Deli sardine (125 g) 1,250 1,250 0

Milo sardine (125 g) 1,400 1,400 0

Geisha tuna (200 g) 3,000 3,000 0

White Bell tuna (200 g) 3,100 3,100 0

White Diamond tuna (200 g) 3,000 3,000 0

Skipper tuna (185 g) 2,850 2,950 3.5 +

Prices of 100 food products in January 2013 compared 
to December 2012 (in LBP)

Table 1

Item and Brand
Prices 

beginning of 
January  2013

Prices end 
of December 

2012

% of 
price 

change

Eggs (30 eggs) 8,000 8,500 6.3 +

Beef (1 kg) 13,000 15,000 15.3 +

Lamb (1kg) 22,000 23,000 4.5 +

Coffee and Tea

Najjar coffee (1 kg) 17,200 17,200 0

Brazil coffee (1 kg) 15,000 15,000 0

Al-Hisan tea (180 g) 2,750 2,750 0

Nestle (250 g) 2,000 2,000 0

Halvah and Jam

Al-Wadi halvah (454 g) 4,500 4,500 0

Al-Bsat halvah (450 g) 3,800 3,800 0

Chtoura apricot jam (1 kg) 6,000 6,000 0

Al-Wadi apricot jam (1 kg) 4,750 4,750 0

Tissues and Detergents

Mimosa tissues (500 g) 3,000 2,950 1.7 -

Fine tissues (200 tissues) 1,500 1,500 0

Primo tissues (200 tissues) 1,500 1,500 0

Gipsy tissues (300 tissues) 2,900 3,000 3.4 +

Mimosa toilet paper (4 rolls) 6,000 6,000 0

Yes detergent (750 g) 2,600 2,850 9.6 +

Clorox (1 liter) 1,560 1,560 0

Persil (4 kg) 20,000 20,000 0

Ariel (4 kg) 20,500 20,500 0

Fruit and Vegetables

Oranges (1 kg) 750 1,000 33.4 +

Tomatoes (1 kg) 1,250 1,000 20 -

Cucumbers (1 kg) 1,500 2,000 33.4 +

Bananas (1 kg) 1,250 1,250 0

Lemons (1 kg) 750 500 33.4 -

Apples (1 kg) 2,000 2,000 0

Potatoes (1 kg) 1,500 1,500 0

Source: Information International
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Beirut International Airport
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Beirut International Airport

Depression Around the World

 121 million people worldwide have depression 
and 850,000 die of it every year.

 Women living in the United States are six times 
more likely to be depressed than men in China.

 15% of those living in the 10 richest nations 
reported having had at least one depressive 
episode in their lifetime.

 11 % of those living in poorer countries reported 
having had at least one depressive episode in 
their lifetime.

 12% is the lowest depression percentage 
worldwide, and is present in China. 

 36% is the highest depression rate worldwide, 
and is most common in India. 

 1 of 10 people in America, suffer from symptoms 
associated with depression  at some point in 
their life.

 18% is the percentage of depression in France, 
the Netherlands, New Zealand and the U.S. 

Ref: Bio medical center- 2011

h t t p : / / w w w . b i o m e d c e n t r a l . c o m / p r e s s c e n t e r /

pressreleases/20110722

Rafic Hariri International Airport Traffic-
January 2013

463 972 passengers 
used Rafic Hariri 
International Airport 
in January 2013 
compared to 495 760 
in December 2012 and 
430 472 in January 
2012, i.e. up by 33 500 
passengers or 7.8%. 
The flow of imported 
and exported goods 
has also increased by 
14.6%.

The following Table 1 
illustrates the traffic in 
Rafic Hariri International 
Airport in January 2013 
compared to December 
2012 and January 2012.

Airport traffic in January 2013 compared to December 2012 and January 2012 Table 1

Traffic December 2012 January 2013 January 2012
 of change %

 December 2012/
January 2013

 of change %
 January 2012/
January 2013

Arriving airplanes 2,540 2,245 2,314 - 11.6 - 3

Departing airplanes 2,546 2,243 2,314 - 11.9 - 3

Total no. of airplanes 5,086 4,488 4,628 - 11.7 - 3

Arriving passengers 251,129 201,507 182,973 - 19.8 + 10.1

Departing passengers 243,268 261,195 241,768 + 7.3 + 8

Transit passengers 1,363 1,270 5,731 - 6.8 - 77.8

Total no. of passengers 495,760 463,972 430,472 - 6.4 + 7.8

(Imported goods (per ton 4,788 3,683 3,120 - 23 + 18

(Exported goods (per ton 3,113 2,625 2,381 - 15.6 + 10.2

Total amount of goods 7,901 6,308 5,501 - 20.1 + 14.6

Source: Information International and the Directorate General of Civil Aviation.
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 USD 7.58 billion is the 

expatriates’ remittance inflow to 

Lebanon in 2012, compared to 

USD 7.61 billion in 2011.

 LBP 53 million is the cost of the 

car purchased for the Ministry of 

State for Administrative Reform.

 LBP 28 million is the annual 

fee for Lebanon’s membership 

in the International Organization 

of the Vine and Wine.

 LBP 16.3 million is the phone 

bill due on the Directorate 

General of Oil for the year 2013.

 LBP 5 billion is the advance 

granted to the High Relief 

Committee to meet the needs 

of the Syrian refugees, thus 

upping the total of advances to 

LBP 20 billion.

 19000 is the average number 

of speeding tickets registered 

every month by the radars of 

the Internal Security Forces on 

Lebanon’s streets. This number 

is likely to increase to around 1 

billion.
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