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|EDITORIAL

CENSORED

Four-year-old Rana Arafah killed during an 
Israeli airstrike

Shalit First
Statement of the US State Department on November 14, 2012:
���� ���	
��
� �	
���
� ���� �������� 	�� �	����� ���� ��	�� ����� �
�	�
southern Israel, and we regret the death and injury of innocent Israeli 
�
�� �������
��
� �������
�������� ��� 
	� ����������	
� �	�� ���� ��	��
���
�����!������
��	���������	�����	���
�����	
��������"�	
�
������
�������
"�	"���	��#�����������""	���#�����$���������	�����%����
��&'
However, when Shalit was detained by Hamas, the White House 
issued on June 24, 2011 the following statement:
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WHAT AFTER ASSI, FAIROUZ AND ZIAD?
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THE LEBANESE LOAF OF BREAD
SUBSIDIES TO THE RICH, NOT THE POOR, AT LBP 44 BILLION ANNUALLY

The loaf of bread is a typical symbol of nourishment and sustenance in the poor countries around the world 
and its scarcity or high prices are usually indicative of inherent social and economic crises. In Lebanon, the loaf 
of bread is no exception to this general rule, and our government often gives out subsidies to help supply the 
bread at affordable prices. The saga of the Lebanese loaf of bread is a complicated one, starting from wheat 
production, import and milling, and ending with the baking and selling processes. Every step of the way, there 
is room for squandering under the pretense of supplying and subsidizing bread. However, the subsidies remain 
far from the reach of the Lebanese, as the price of the standard pack of bread continues to soar.
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Amounts of wheat received by the state (1997-2010), wheat-planted areas and cost of subsidies 
(amounts in ton) Table 1

Year Beqa’a North South Total
 Planted
 areas

(Donum)
 No. of
farmers

 Subsidized
 price per ton

(LBP)

 International
 price per ton

(LBP)

1997 22,778 1,602 - 24,380 - - 400 000 280 000

1998 27,751 1,270 121 29,142 - - 400 000 210 000

1999 35,138 2,952 104 38,194 - - 400 000 225 000

2000 61,459 5,349 516 67,324 - 1,035 400 000 210 000

2001 65,712 4,452 252 70,416 - 1,418 400 000 210 000

2002 61,307 4,498 571 66,376 154,792 1,270 375 000 195 000

2003 50,473 2,818 377 53,668 161,090 1,207 375 000 225 000

2004 55,413 4,642 674 60,729 190,692 1,248 375 000 225 000

2005 64,898 6,622 1,391 72,911 158,953 1,276 375 000 225 000

2006 58,241 5,655 1,492 65,388 185,622 1,302 375 000 225 000

2007 5,789 2,279 278 8,346 162,735 1,069 375 000 300 000

2008 - - - - - - 375 000 525 000

2009 35,095 1,010 583 36,688 130,595 688 475 000 300 000

2010 9,981 585 328 10,894 150,433 898 375 000 525 000

Flour supply
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Flour supply by mill Table 2
Mill Average annual flour supply (ton) % of total supply

Baqalian 50,400 23.2

Al-Taj 18,400 8.4

Al-Haditha 27,100 12.4

Al-Janoub 34,500    16

Al-Barakeh 16,200 7.5

Dawra 16,600 7.6

AL-Shahbaa 3,500 1.6

Al-Wataniyah 20,000 9.2

Al-Awsat 5,000 2.3

Jlala 5,100 2.3

Litani 8,500 3.9

Assaf al-Haditha 10,600 5

Jabal Amel 1,300 0.6

Total 217,200 100

Source: Ministry of Economy and Trade 
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Price and weight of the standard pack of bread Table 3

Year Weight (grams) Price (LBP)

December 1997 1,500 1,500

February 2005 1,400 1,500

May 2006 1,300 1,500

December 2006 1,170 1,500

June 2007 1,120 1,500

September 2010 1,000 1,500

May 2012 900 1,500
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SALARIES AND INDEMNITIES 
OF THE MILITARY
AN INCREASE BETWEEN 474% AND 975%

Unlike Lebanese University professors and other civil servants, the military could not go 
on strike and stage protests in demand of higher pay and thus their solicitation assumed 
a quieter form. However, when the government approved the ranks and salaries scales, 
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the largest in terms of numbers, the military personnel, which includes around 100 000 
serving members of the armed forces, will probably place the heaviest burden on the 
government. This article is dedicated to the military’s pay increases by rank and grade.

Pay rise laws
The salaries and indemnities of the military have been subjected to numerous amendments in accordance with the 
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Evolution of the General’s (Lebanese Army Commander) salary- Amounts in LBP Table 1

Rank and Grade
 Salary on

December 31, 1993
 Salary starting
January 1, 1994

 Salary starting
January 1, 1995

 Salary starting
January 1, 1999

 Salary starting
May 1, 2008

New salary

Grade 1 General 533 000 732 000 880 000 3 900 000 4 100 000 6 650 000

Grade 3 General 563 000 768 000 924 000 4 100 000 4 310 000 7 150 000

Grade 5 General 593 000 804 000 968 000 4 300 000 4 520 000 7 650 000
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Major General
������
��	��7��	����
�������������
���������
������7��	����
����$�������
�������	���������������������
�������;&

Evolution of the Major General’s salary- Amounts in LBP Table 2

Rank and Grade
 Salary on

December 31, 1993
 Salary starting
January 1, 1994

 Salary starting
January 1, 1995

 Salary starting
January 1, 1999

 Salary starting
May 1, 2008

New salary

Grade 1 Major General  488 000 678 000 814 000 3 020 000 3 268 000 5 100 000

Grade 2 Major General 503 000 696 000 836 000 3 110 000 3 363 000 5 300 000

Grade 4 Major General 533 000 732 000 880 000 3 290 000 3 553 000 5 700 000

Grade 5 Major General 548 000 750 000 902 000 3 380 000 3 648 000 5 900 000

Grade 7 Major General 578 000 786 000 946 000 3 560 000 3 838 000 6 400 000
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Evolution of the Brigadier General’s salary - Amounts in LBP Table 3

Rank and Grade
 Salary on

December 31, 1993
 Salary starting
January 1, 1994

 Salary starting
January 1, 1995

 Salary starting
January 1, 1999

 Salary starting
May 1, 2008

 New
salary

Grade 1 Brigadier General 428 000 606 000 727 000 2 140 000 2 340 000 3 200 000

Grade 2 Brigadier General 443 000 624 000 749 000 2 210 000 2 424 000 3 350 000

Grade 5 Brigadier General 488 000 678 000 815 000 2 480 000 2 698 000 3 800 000

Grade 6 Brigadier General 503 000 696 000 837 000 2 570 000 2 793 000 3 975 000

Grade 10 Brigadier General 563 000 768 000 925 000 2 930 000 3 173 000 4 700 000

Grade 11 Brigadier General 578 000 786 000 947 000 3 020 000 3 268 000 4 900 000

?��������� ��
������ ���� �
������� �	� ���� ����� ��
����� ��� �����
��� �	� ��
������ .���� ���� �/��"��	
� 	�� ��������
�
���
�����&�������
��������
�����.��
�0?��1�Q@2�<<<��	�0?��;�<U4�<<<�"����	
��)���������
��
�������	����"�
�
	��������1�?�����������
�������	�0?��S�<@2�<<<��
��������11�?�����������
�������	�0?��@�2U4�<<<&

issue 125 | The Monthly is published by Information International s.a.l.



PUBLIC SECTOR | 9

Colonel
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Evolution of the Colonel’s salary - Amounts in LBP Table 4

Rank and Grade  Salary on
December 31, 1993

 Salary starting
January 1, 1994

 Salary starting
January 1, 1995

 Salary starting
January 1, 1999

 Salary starting
May 1, 2008 New salary

Grade 1 Colonel 323 000 480 000 576 000 1 335 000 1 546 000 2 300 000

Grade 2 Colonel 338 000 498 000 597 000 1 385 000 1 599 000 2 400 000

Grade 5 Colonel 383 000 552 000 662 000 1 545 000 1 768 000 2 725 000

Grade 6 Colonel 398 000 570 000 684 000 1 605 000 1 831 000 2 850 000

Grade 11 Colonel 473 000 660 000 792 000 1 925 000 2 168 000 3 525 000

Grade 12 Colonel 488 000 678 000 814 000 1 995 000 2 242 000 3 675 000
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Lieutenant Colonel
�������
���
��������������
���������
�����������
�	������0�����
�
��O	�	
���������	���������������������
�������S&

Evolution of the Lieutenant Colonel’s salary – Amounts in LBP Table 5

Rank and Grade  Salary on
December 31, 1993

 Salary starting
January 1, 1994

 Salary starting
January 1, 1995

 Salary starting
January 1, 1999

 Salary starting
May 1, 2008 New salary

 Grade 1 Lieutenant Colonel 283 000 432 000 518 000 1 205 000 1 409 000 2 000 000

 Grade 2 Lieutenant Colonel 296 000 448 000 537 000 1 245 000 1 451 000 2 100 000

 Grade 5 Lieutenant Colonel 338 000 498 000 597 000 1 385 000 1 599 000 2 400 000

 Grade 6 Lieutenant Colonel 353 000 516 000 619 000 1 435 000 1 652 000 2 500 000

 Grade 10 Lieutenant Colonel 413 000 588 000 705 000 1 665 000 1 894 000 2 975 000

 Grade 13 Lieutenant Colonel 458 000 642 000 770 000 1 855 000 2 094 000 3 375 000
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Evolution of the Major’s salary – Amounts in LBP Table 6

Rank and Grade  Salary on
December 31, 1993

 Salary starting
January 1, 1994

 Salary starting
January 1, 1995

 Salary starting
January 1, 1999

 Salary starting
May 1, 2008 New salary

Grade 1 Major 260 500 404 000 484 000 1 125 000 1 325 000 1 800 000

Grade 2 Major 272 000 418 000 501 000 1 165 000 1 367 000 1 900 000

Grade 5 Major 309 500 464 000 556 000 1 285 000 1 493 000 2 200 000

Grade 6 Major 323 000 480 000 576 000 1 335 000 1 546 000 2 300 000

Grade 10 Major 383 000 552 000 662 000 1 545 000 1 768 000 2 725 000

Grade 13 Major 428 000 606 000 727 000 1 725 000 1 957 000 3 100 000
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Evolution of the Captain’s salary – Amounts in LBP Table 7

Rank and Grade  Salary on
December 31, 1993

 Salary starting
January 1, 1994

 Salary starting
January 1, 1995

 Salary starting
January 1, 1999

 Salary starting
May 1, 2008 New salary

Grade 1 Captain 240 000 377 000 453 000 965 000 1 173 000 1 620 000

Grade 2 Captain 249 500 390 000 468 000  1 000 000 1 210 000 1 705 000

Grade 5 Captain 282 500 432 000 518 000 1 115 000 1 331 000 1 965 000

Grade 6 Captain 296 000 448 000 537 000 1 155 000 1 373 000 2 055 000

Grade 10 Captain 353 000 516 000 619 000 1 320 000 1 547 000 2 425 000

Grade 13 Captain 398 000 570 000 684 000 1 455 000 1 691 000 2 725 000
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First Lieutenant
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Evolution of the First Lieutenant’s salary – Amounts in LBP Table 8

Rank and Grade  Salary on
December 31, 1993

 Salary starting
January 1, 1994

 Salary starting
January 1, 1995

 Salary starting
January 1, 1999

 Salary starting
May 1, 2008 New salary

 Grade 1 First
Lieutenant 221 000 351 000 421 000 895 000 1 099 000 1 450 000

 Grade 2 First
Lieutenant 230 500 364 000 437 000 930 000 1 136 000 1 535 000

 Grade 5 First
Lieutenant 260 500 404 000 484 000 1 035 000 1 247 000 1 790 000

 Grade 6 First
Lieutenant 271 500 418 000 501 000 1 075 000 1 289 000 1 875 000

 Grade 10 First
Lieutenant 323 000 480 000 576 000 1 235 000 1 457 000 2 235 000

 Grade 13 First
Lieutenant 368 000 534 000 640 000 1 365 000 1 595 000 2 525 000

 Grade 14 First
Lieutenant 383 000 552 000 662 000 1 410 000 1 643 000 2 625 000
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Evolution of the Lieutenant’s salary – Amounts in LBP Table 9

Rank and Grade  Salary on
December 31, 1993

 Salary starting
January 1, 1994

 Salary starting
January 1, 1995

 Salary starting
January 1, 1999

 Salary starting
May 1, 2008 New salary

 Grade 1
Lieutenant 202 000 325 000 390 000 825 000 1 025 000 1 300 000

 Grade 2
Lieutenant 211 500 338 000 406 000 860 000 1 062 000 1 375 000

 Grade 5
Lieutenant 240 000 377 000 453 000 965 000 1 173 000 1 620 000

 Grade 6
Lieutenant 249 500 390 000 468 000 1 000 000 1 210 000 1 705 000

 Grade 10
Lieutenant 296 000 448 000 537 000 1 155 000 1 373 000 2 055 000

 Grade 11
Lieutenant 309 500 464 000 566 000 1 195 000 1 415 000 2 145 000

 Grade 13
Lieutenant 338 000 498 000 597 000 1 275 000 1 499 000 2 325 000
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Evolution of the salaries of non-commissioned officers and enlisted men – Amounts in LBP Table 10

Rank and Grade
 Salary on

 December 31,
1993

 Salary starting
 January 1,

1994

 Salary starting
 January 1,

1995

 Salary starting
 January 1,

1999

 Salary starting
May 1,
2008

New salary

Grade 1 Chief Warrant Officer 181 000 295 000 356 000 690 000 900 000 1 225 000

Grade 10 Chief Warrant Officer 261 000 404 000 485 000 980 000 1 208 000 1 655 000

 Grade 20 Chief Warrant Officer 398 000 570 000 684 000 1 360 000 1 608 000 2 255 000

Grade 1 Warrant Officer 174 000 285 000 344 000 660 000 868 000 1 185 000

Grade 10 Warrant Officer 250 000 390 000 468 000 946 000 1 172 000 1 605 000

Grade 20 Warrant Officer 383 000 552 000 662 000 1 322 000 1 568 000 2 195 000

Grade 1 First Adjutant 167 000 275 000 333 000 634 000 840 000 1 145 000

Grade 10 First Adjutant 240 000 377 000 452 000 912 000 1 136 000 1 555 000

Grade 20 First Adjutant 368 000 534 000 641 000 1 284 000 1 528 000 2 135 000

Grade 1 Adjutant 160 000 265 000 321 000 608 000 812 000 1 105 000

Grade 10 Adjutant 231 000 364 000 437 000 878 000 1 100 000 1 505 000

Grade 20 Adjutant 353 000 516 000 619 000 1 246 000 1 488 000 2 075 000

Grade 1 First Sergeant 153 000 255 000 310 000 582 000 784 000 1 065 000

Grade 10 First Sergeant 221 000 351 000 421 000 844 000 1 064 000 1 455 000

Grade 20 First Sergeant 338 000 498 000 598 000 1 208 000 1 448 000 2 015 000

Grade 1 Sergeant 146 000 245 000 298 000 556 000 756 000 1 025 000

Grade 10 Sergeant 212 000 338 000 406 000 810 000 1 028 000 1 405 000

Grade 20 Sergeant 323 000 480 000 576 000 1 170 000 1 408 000 1 955 000

Grade 1 Corporal First Class 153 000 255 000 309 500 521 000 727 000 1 005 000

Grade 10 Corporal First Class 221 000 351 000 421 200 759 000 983 000 1 345 000

Grade 20 Corporal First Class 338 000 498 000 597 600 1 085 000 1 329 000 1 825 000

Grade 1 Corporal 146 000 245 000 298 000 499 000 703 000 970 000

Grade 10 Corporal 212 000 338 000 405 600 730 000 952 000 1 305 000

Grade 20 Corporal 323 000 480 000 576 000 1 052 000 1 294 000 1 775 000

Grade 1 Soldier First Class 139 000 235 000 286 500 477 000 679 000 935 000

Grade 10 Soldier First Class 202 000 325 000 390 000 701 000 921 000 1 265 000

Grade 20 Soldier First Class 310 000 464 000 556 800 1 019 000 1 259 000 1 725 000

Grade 1 Soldier 132 000 225 000 275 000 455 000 655 000 900 000

Grade 10 Soldier 195 000 315 000 378 500 672 000 890 000 1 225 000

Grade 20 Soldier 296 000 448 000 537 600 986 000 1 224 000 1 675 000
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Evolution of the salaries of officers and soldiers between 1993 and 2012 Table 11

Rank and grade  Salary and benefits on
January 1, 1993 Salary and benefits in 2012 Increase (%)

Grade 1 General 952 000 9 883 000 933

Grade 5 General 1 019 000 10 953 000 975

Grade 1 Major General 770 000 8 070 000 948

Grade 7 Major General 870 000 8 653 000 895

 Grade 1 Brigadier General 702 000 5 063 000 622

Grade 11 Brigadier General 870 000 6 973 000 702

Grade 1 Colonel 502 000 3 506 000 598

Grade 12 Colonel 686 000 5 046 000 635

Grade 1 Lieutenant Colonel 456 000 3 170 000 595

Grade 13 Lieutenant Colonel 653 000 4 710 000 621

Grade 1 Major 431 000 2 946 000 583

Grade 13 Major 619 000 4 402 000 611

Grade 1 Captain 362 000 2 434 000 572

Grade 13 Captain 539 000 3 672 000 581

Grade 1 First Lieutenant 340 000 2 251 000 562

Grade 14 First Lieutenant 522 000 3 560 000 582

Grade 1 Lieutenant 320 000 2 076 000 548

Grade 13 Lieutenant 471 000 3 224 000 585

 Grade 1 Soldier 174 000 1 188 000 583

Grade 20 Soldier 358 000 2 056 000 474

issue 125 | December 2012



14 | PUBLIC SECTOR

HOW MANY POOR PEOPLE ARE 
THERE IN LEBANON
A MILLION OR A QUARTER OF A MILLION?
Poverty is a reality in Lebanon. The poor are dispersed across the country and sects, 
while the upper class consists of a few wealthy members who conceal the poverty that 
most people are wallowing in and depict Lebanon as an opulent country having luxurious 
buildings, expensive cars and restaurants and so on .
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Distribution of families by income (1997) Table 1

% of Families Monthly Income (LBP)

5.8 <300 000

13 300 000 – 499 000

21 500 000- 799 000

21.1 800 000- 1 199 000

13.4 1 200 000- 1 599 000

12.1 1 600 000- 2 399 000

5.9 2 400 000- 3 199 000

4.3 3 200 000- 4 999 000

3.1 5 000 000

0.3 Not specified

Source: 1997 CAS study on living conditions

Status quo
The Lebanese government has recently launched in 
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Distribution of the poorest 
beneficiary families Table 2

Mohafaza  No. of the poorest beneficiary
families

North 6,067

Beqa’a 3,730

South 1,448

Beirut 1,329

Mount Lebanon 841

Nabatieh 514

Total 13,929
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REPORT FINDS THAT PALESTINIAN 
YOUTH HAVE WITHDRAWN FROM 
POLITICAL ACTIVISM
���� ��
����	
� ��	���������
�� !����
��� "�
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�� �	�� 
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���� ���������� 	� ������ ��	��
examines the participation of Palestinian youth in politics taking into account the 
regional uprisings over the past two years. The factors behind these uprisings, present in 
Palestine, are further complicated by the occupation. The study looks at two landmark 
events: the “Arab Spring”, and the 2011 bid for statehood to the UN by the Palestinian 
Authority. The research was conducted by the Fafo Institute for Applied International 
Studies in Oslo and was composed of 425 Palestinian respondents between the ages of 15 
and 24, of which 70% were students. The survey was structured around 3 dimensions: 
the priorities of the youth, their interest in politics, and their perception of their role in it. 
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Figure 2 Perception of the state of democracy
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VACANT POSTS AWAITING SECTARIAN 
BALANCE IN BEIRUT MUNICIPALITY
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Of the numerous plights and dilemmas preventing the municipality from responding to the 
needs of the citizens are the high vacancy rates, which reach up to around 90% in some 
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number of successful Muslim candidates by far surpasses that of the Christians.
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No. of posts, vacancies, successful candidates and contract employees in the Municipality of Beirut Table 3

Post No. of posts No. of vacant posts Successful candidates Contract employees

Dentist 3 2 9 1

Head of department/ Division 66 52 21 10

Tax Officer 50 46

38

11

Accountant 66 58 10

IT and Code Auditor 3 3 3

 Editor 298 259 23 30

Health Inspector 24 24 8 15

Health Officer 75 69 21 10

Clerk 38 31 29 5

Total 623 544 149 95

Source: Cabinet session on May 12, 2010
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NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
SECTARIAN QUOTAS EVEN IN EDUCATION
Numerous are the public institutions in Lebanon that most of the Lebanese have not heard of, and 
�����������
��� ��	�� ������������ �)���(� �	��� ����
��
��	
�� ���� ��������������
��	
�� ��
����
�� �����
	������	�������	
��
�����
��

��������������
�����
��	������	�������������	���
	��"��
������
�/���
�����
!���	
���6"�!/8(������������
	��������;+���	

�'�
�	
���������	
(�����
������������
��������
���

Establishment
���� OB6+� .��� ������������ "�����
�� �	� ���� ��.� �������
	
�+�"�������13)�12@;�������"�������
�������	
��
�	
�
��
�	����"���	
����
��
�����
��������
�����������
���
�
�����
���	
	�
&� #�� 	"������� �
���� ���� ����	���
� 	�� ���� ������
7�
�������
���	
�����������������
�����������
���
����������&'

Functions
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 Information and telecommunication technology
 Technical, engineering and chemical sciences and 

industrial research
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|Dr. Hanna Saadah| 
FALSE SHORTNESS OF BREATH
(PSEUDO-DYSPNEA)
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 Treatment of this false shortness of breath relies on 
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of breath, especially upon exertion.  True shortness of breath, therefore, is worsened by 
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IS DEATH AN ILLUSION? (1)
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challenges lurking in the shadows. In good weather, we look at the skies and see them blue. 
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to alter all that is blue to red, and every red can boost our sexual drive, similar to what 
happens with birds. We might be disturbed by heat and humidity, but to a tropical frog, 
such weather can be exemplary to croak and to produce mating signals. There is no truth 
outside the frame of our consciousness, and this logic applies to death as well. What we conceive as existing 
depends on the nature of our consciousness.
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FOUNDATIONS OF OTTOMAN JUSTICE IN LEBANON
LETTER FROM AN UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPT DURING THE QA’IM MAQAMATEIN RULE.

In this article, we will look at a sample letter from an unpublished manuscript including 
over 400 documents dating back to the years 1844 to 1846 during the Druze and Christian 
Qa’im Maqamatein rule. The manuscript is written almost entirely in Arabic with the 
exception of a few documents penned in the Ottoman language. It is hoped that the 
entire content of the manuscript will be revealed in the near future.
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FACING WESTERN INTERVENTION IN LEBANON

There is no need to recall the various international 
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Albeit the heterogeneity of mind, it is quite common 
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continues to be advised and consequently stays under 
international sway as Lebanese leaders always seek 
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Despite the various and endless international interventions that have been part of 
Lebanon’s history since its present form was founded in 1920, few have written about 
the Lebanese reactions against such interference. This work is complex as there is no 
unanimous public opinion on the subject, which often underlies contradictory interests 
at stake. Two groups, each carrying different points of view can be distinguished in this 
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homogeneous, but here again we will see that its interests or opinions are different from those of its rulers. 
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se works have enriched the artistic scene in Lebanon 
and granted Arabic books greater attention on the 
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Could you brief us on the history of your 
publishing house? When was it established and 
who took the initiative of starting Dar Onboz?
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Who gave your publishing house its name, Dar 
Onboz, and what inspired it?
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is aimed at adults and includes reference books such 
as the book of folk songs, which is a sociological and 
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our books have an educational content of the highest 
quality in a different and lively manner, which is far 
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How do you promote Arabic among children 
and young adults amid an evident domination 
of foreign languages and cultures? 
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French, who have always stood their ground when 
it comes to their mother tongue and refused to align 
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touches the child far from the traditional sanctimonious 
tone found in most Arabic books, but hundreds of miles 
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How many books have you issued so far and 
how do you communicate with writers and 
illustrators?
G����

����	��"������
	������
	��	�����������	��	�����
"�������
�� �	����&� #
� ����)� .�� ���� �	�������� �	�
"�	����
�� 9�����
� ��������� �
�� ������	��� .�� "�������
	
�
� ������ �	� �	��� �		��� ����
� 
���&� ��� ����� �	� ����
"����������� �	����	��;1��		����	����������������	�"�&�
6�

�� C������ ��� ���"	
������ �	�� ���� �������	
)� +���
��

(�������
�������������	%���������"������	
��
��#�	�����
�
�������	��.����
��&��������������	�
��������������	
��
from writers and illustrators every day and those not 
�����
�������� �"��������	
����� �
���
��
� ��������&����
	
�
�����"��������
�����"����
��"	���	��	�������������
��������	
�	��	����	���&� �+	�������)�.��������������
������������
����
�����"��������	�������.�������������)�
�������	
�����
���	��"���
��	
��
�)��������	����������)�.��
�����������	
����
��������"��������������������
����"�����
�
��"�	"�������	�.���&�#
�������	
��	��		��)�>���G
�	��
���	����������.���
��������	���������	���������"�	"���
	
���������	���	������
���������������
��')��.	��
��
�
"	������')��
����������&

What do you think is the best way to persuade 
children to read with the media onslaught of 
movies and video games?
G��� �������
� ���� ����	�
���� �
� ����	��� ���������
��
sources and reading is unfortunately becoming a lost 
���&� #� �������� ����� �������
� ����� ��� ����
��� �	� �����
��	���������
����������.����������	���	��"���
��)����	���
���		��)� ��	���� �	��� �
�	� "��
&� 6����
�� �	� 
	�
��
�������
� �
�� ����
�� ����� �	� "������ ���������� ��	����
���	��� �
� ����
%��
� ���
�� �	� "���� ���� �������
� �����
��	����������
	�	������	
�������&�+������"���
�%������
�		�������
������
���������
$��"�����		��
������������	�
���������
����������	�������
���
������
�
���
�����"��
children build language awareness and literacy skills, 
.������
����
�����������������	�����������		���������&�

issue 125 | December 2012



  26 | CULTURE, RELIGION & ART   

A PERFECT WORLD
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NOBEL PRIZES IN PEACE (2)
In what follows, we publish the second part of the Nobel Peace Prizes awarded 
to those who have done the most or the best work for fraternity between 
nations from 1901 to 1949. 

 Peace Prizes (1901-1949)
Year Name Nationalitiy Born Division of Prize Purpose

1949 Lord (John) Boyd Orr of 
Brechin Scotland 1880 For his scientific research into 

nutrition 
1948 No Nobel Prize for peace was awarded this year

1947

Friends Service Council 
(The Quakers) UK Founded 

1647
was awarded jointly to 

Friends Service Council 
(The Quakers) and 

American Friends Service 
Committee (The Quakers)

Humanitarian work, peace 
movement

American Friends Service 
Committee (The Quakers) USA Founded 

1917 Peace movement

1946

Emily Greene Balch USA 1867

was awarded jointly to 
Emily Greene Balch and 

John Raleigh Mott

For her work with the Women’s 
International League for Peace 

and Freedom

John Raleigh Mott USA 1865

For his work in establishing 
and strengthening international 

Protestant Christian student 
organizations that worked to 

promote peace

1945 Cordell Hull USA 1871 For his role in establishing the 
United Nations,

1944
Comité international de la 
Croix Rouge (International 

Committee of the Red 
Cross) 

Switzerland Founded 
1863 Humanitarian work

1943 No Nobel Prize for peace was awarded this year
1942 No Nobel Prize was awarded this year
1941 No Nobel Prize was awarded this year
1940 No Nobel Prize was awarded this year
1939 No Nobel Prize for peace was awarded this year

1938
Office international Nansen 
pour les Réfugiés (Nansen 

International Office for 
Refugees) 

Switzerland Founded 
1921 Humanitarian work

1937
Cecil of Chelwood, 

Viscount (Lord Edgar 
Algernon Robert Gascoyne 

Cecil)
UK 1864 For his contribution to the 

League of Nations

1936 Carlos Saavedra Lamas Argentina 1978 Negotiation

1935 Carl von Ossietzky Germany 1889 Human rights, arms control and 
disarmament

1934 Arthur Henderson Scotland 1863 World organizing, arms control 
and disarmament

1933 Sir Norman Angell (Ralph 
Lane) UK 1873 In recognition of his book “The 

Great Illusion”
1932 No Nobel Prize for peace was awarded this year

1931
Jane Addams USA 1860 was awarded jointly to 

Jane Addams and Nicholas 
Murray Butler

Peace movement

Nicholas Murray Butler USA 1862 Negotiation, peace movement

1930 Lars Olof Jonathan 
(Nathan) Söderblom Sweden 1866 Peace movement

1929 Frank Billings Kellogg USA 1856 Negotiation

1928 No Nobel Prize for peace was awarded this year

1927
Ferdinand Buisson France 1841  was awarded jointly to 

Ferdinand Buisson and 
Ludwig Quidde

Negotiation, peace movementLudwig Quidde Germany 1858
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 Peace Prizes (1901-1949)
Year Name Nationalitiy Born Division of Prize Purpose

1926
Aristide Briand France 1862 was awarded jointly to 

Aristide Briand and Gustav 
Stresemann

For restoring the cordial rela-
tions between Germany and 

FranceGustav Stresemann Germany 1878

1925
Sir Austen Chamberlain UK 1863 was awarded jointly to Sir 

Austen Chamberlain and 
Charles Gates DawesCharles Gates Dawes USA 1865

1924 No Nobel Prize for peace was awarded this year
1923 No Nobel Prize for peace was awarded this year
1922 Fridtjof Nansen Norway 1861 Humanitarian work

1921
Karl Hjalmar Branting Sweden 1860 was awarded jointly to 

Karl Hjalmar Branting and 
Christian Lous Lange

For his work in the League of 
NationsChristian Lous Lange Norway 1869

1920 Léon Victor Auguste 
Bourgeois France 1851 World organizing

1919 Thomas Woodrow Wilson USA 1856 World organizing

1918 No Nobel Prize for peace was awarded this year

1917
Comité international de la 
Croix Rouge (International 

Committee of the Red 
Cross) 

Switzerland Founded 
1863 Humanitarian work

1916 No Nobel Prize for peace was awarded this year
1915 No Nobel Prize for peace was awarded this year
1914 No Nobel Prize for peace was awarded this year
1913 Henri La Fontaine Belgium 1854 Peace movement

1912 Elihu Root USA 1854 Negotiation

1911
Tobias Michael Carel Asser The 

Netherlands 1838 was awarded jointly to 
Tobias Michael Carel Asser 
and Alfred Hermann Fried

For their role in the forma-
tion of the Permanent Court of 
Arbitration at the first Hague 

peace conference Alfred Hermann Fried Austria 1864

1910
Bureau international 
permanent de la Paix 

(Permanent International 
Peace Bureau) 

Switzerland Founded 
1891 Peace movement

1909

Auguste Marie François 
Beernaert Belgium 1829 was awarded jointly to 

Auguste Marie François 
Beernaert and Paul 

Henri Benjamin Balluet 
d’Estournelles de Constant 

- Baron de Constant de 
Rebecque

Peace movement, world organiz-
ing

Paul Henri Benjamin 
Balluet d’Estournelles 

de Constant - Baron de 
Constant de Rebecque

France 1852

1908
Klas Pontus Arnoldson Sweden 1844 was awarded jointly to 

Klas Pontus Arnoldson and 
Fredrik Bajer

Peace movement Fredrik Bajer Denmark 1837

1907
Ernesto Teodoro Moneta Italy 1833 was awarded jointly to 

Ernesto Teodoro Moneta 
and Louis Renault

Peace movement, world organiz-
ingLouis Renault France 1843

1906 Theodore Roosevelt USA 1858 Negotiation

1905
Baroness Bertha Sophie 
Felicita von Suttner (born 

Countess Kinsky von 
Chinic und Tettau)

Czech 
Republic 1843 Peace movement

1904
Institut de droit inter-
national (Institute of 
International Law) 

Belgium Founded 
1873

Peace movement, world organiz-
ing

1903 William Randal Cremer UK 1828 Peace movement, world organiz-
ing

1902
Élie Ducommun Switzerland 1833 was awarded jointly to Élie 

Ducommun and Charles 
Albert Gobat

Peace movementCharles Albert Gobat Switzerland 1843

1901
Jean Henry Dunant Switzerland 1828 was awarded jointly to Jean 

Henry Dunant and Frédéric 
Passy

Humanitarian work, peace 
movementFrédéric Passy France 1822
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TEACH A CHILD
Lebanon has a long history of NGOs.  In their varying 
shapes, sizes and views, Lebanese NGOs have played 
	� �	=�
� 
���� �
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��� ��������
��
���� �
��
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including but not limited to health, environment, and 
education. This article will shed light on the goals, mission 
and activities of Teach a Child, a Lebanese NGO geared 
towards advocating every child’s right to education.
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Structure
The Teach a Child association consists of 22 volunteer 
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Action plan
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its tireless efforts and full dedication 
to provide children with education has 
enabled them to enroll 105 children 
in public schools by October of 2011, 
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assistance across Lebanon.”
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AT THE AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY
SWEAT AND STRUGGLE

We did not ask my uncle to give me a mule ride to Beirut this 
time, for, thank god, a car had become available in our village! 
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I knocked on the door and was informed that the dean was not there yet as he was checking his 
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What’s your name?
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Where did you study? Do you hold a secondary degree?
D��)�#��	&�#����������
�+	���Y�%�����&

  

issue 125 | December 2012



  32 | CULTURE, RELIGION & ART   DEBUNKING MYTH #64

THE ARAB SPRING
A SOCIAL MEDIA REVOLUTION

Myth: The internet was a main driver behind the uprisings of the Arab spring has become 
widely spread. 
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We cannot deny that the internet has transformed the way we communicate and share information, 
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HOW THE ECONOMY WAS LOST
THE WAR OF THE WORLDS
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Paul Craig Roberts, an economist well-known for his 
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AL MAHKIYYEH AL LIBNANIYEH
(SPOKEN LEBANESE)
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KFERTAY
IN MATN AND KESSROUAN
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FROM STRIFE TO WAR (10)
NO. 1 ANNOUNCEMENT: A FAILED COUP D’ÉTAT

Lebanon has remained immune against the No.1 announcement infection which spread in 
Egypt in 1952 and in Syria between 1949 and 1970 heralding military coups in both countries. 
In Lebanon, one military coup was attempted by the Syrian Social Nationalist Party against 
President Fouad Chehab on December 30, 1961, but it did not succeed. However, during 
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announcement, declaring himself as an interim military governor of the country. His coup, 
however, did not go beyond TV and radio stations for the Lebanese Army had split into several 
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are some facts about the military coup attempted on the night of Thursday, March 11, 1976. 
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First: Who stands behind the Ahdab movement? Is 
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Ahdab movement prior the announcement?
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Third: What is the plan of the government which was 
������������
�
����
	���
�	
��
�
�
����
	���
�	���
�
Karami’s statement? And what about the President 
��� ����!�����������������������
����
���
����
���
if he refused to comply with the announcement and 
relinquish his post?
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Stances on the coup
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to remain silent, although informed sources and Arab 
and foreign radio stations asserted that the Command 
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until late at night, although rumors circulated about a 
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As for the rivals of the President, who had been 
demanding his resignation way before the reformative 
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Below is the content of the message:
�>����0���
���)
M��%� »%� ���� ���� ������������ ���
��� ����
�� "����� �
� 	���
���	����0���
	
��
�����������"�����������������	
�
��
���� �
���
)� �
�������	
�� �
�� ���� �
��
� 	�� ���� "�	"��� 	
�
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Chamoun: With legitimacy and against any insurgency
Former President Camille Chamoun made the following 
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freedom and I hereby call on the Lebanese to refuse this 
movement for it targets Lebanon and its system in the 
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Jumblat: Against any military coup 
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The issuance of such announcements in such a manner 
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No. 1 Announcement 
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“Whereas we are keen on reuniting the Army and halting 
the deterioration of events,
Whereas my constant warnings had gone with the wind,
Whereas we are devoted to safeguard the higher 
Lebanese interest and restore the integrity of the 
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 I announce a state of emergency and curfew in Beirut 
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 I demand the directors-general to run the work at 
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signed between the Lebanese government and our 
fellow Palestinians
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Brigadier General Aziz Ahdab
Commander of Beirut and interim military governor
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Article 5: the armed forces are in charge of enforcing the 
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Beirut, March 12, 1976
Interim military governor Brigadier General Aziz Ahdab

 No.3 Announcement
�(��	���
�� �	� �������������������B	&�1<������� E��
�U)�
12@U��
���������B	&�3434�������B	�������1;)�12U;)�
�����
�������������
��	���
	���������������	��	.�
�H
Article 1: curfew shall be lifted in Beirut and the suburbs 
������
��5����
)�7�����;1)�12U@���	��2H<<��	�11H<<

issue 125 | December 2012



  40 | CULTURE, RELIGION & ART   

Article 2H�������
���������������
������������	
������	
��
�
���������
�������"�	���������
�����

Article 3:������������	��������������
����	��/�����������
announcement

Beirut, March 12, 1976
Interim military governor Brigadier General Aziz 
Ahdab”
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urging us to save democracy and restore the legitimacy 
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Beirut, March 12, 1976
Interim military governor Brigadier General Aziz 
Ahdab”
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It was later known that Ahdab had made his announcement 
from the studios of the Lebanese Television in Tallet 
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The announcement did not make it onto state radio until 
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CONSENSUS ON THE 
LEBANESE ARMY, BUT…
Since the end of the Lebanese War in 1990 and the consequent reconstruction 
of the Lebanese Army on newer, sound foundations, there has been a growing 
consensus for the support of the army’s role in the protection of national unity 
and the preservation of peace and stability. Yet, many parties used to shift their 
stances every time the Lebanese Army adopted policies at odds with their interests.
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“The military institution has backed the resistance 
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“The biggest mistake is to thrust the Army into the 
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“The Lebanese Army is the legal authority entrusted 
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“We are staunch advocates of the Lebanese Army and 
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ASSASSINATION OF WISSAM AL HASSAN
HEZBOLLAH FIGHTERS DEAD IN SYRIA
DISCUSSIONS FLARE UP OVER ELECTORAL LAW
HEZBOLLAH AND AYOUB’S DRONE
PROTESTS AND SIT-INS AROUND THE GRAND SERAIL
MARCH 14 FORCES BOYCOTT PARLIAMENT SESSIONS
PATRIARCH AL-RAI APPOINTED AS CARDINAL
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bloc will not engage in any dialogue 
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THE MORE THEY LIE, THE MORE 
THE LEBANESE BELIEVE THEM
The Lebanese wait eagerly for the horoscope predictions at the beginning 
of every year. Amid the abundance of astrologers, seers, and fortune tellers 
on the one hand and the coincidences and the subtle perceptions of the 
predictions on the other, the Lebanese have been left confused and on the 
verge of losing their minds.
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“Flood water will cover many Lebanese regions due 
to incessant rainfall”
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“An assassination attempt will target a Lebanese 
politician”
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The above statistics leave us wondering about the actual 
reasons behind the deviance of the Lebanese, who 
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Towards
REAL ESTATE PRICES- 
OCTOBER 2012

Following the slight momentum registered in the 
real estate sector in September, the sluggish activity 
that has been marking the market in earlier months 
returned to prevail in October, especially after the 
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unrest and calls for government resignation. Despite 
�����	���'���(���	�����
�������
��
������
����
����
���
and its suburbs, while other regions exhibited 
modest price decreases due to the abundance 
of offers and scarcity of demand. Table 1 and 2 
illustrate the prices of some apartments and estates 
in October 2012.

Prices of some estates sold in October 
2012 Table 1

Region Area m² Price (USD) USD/m²

Beirut

Ashrafieh 1,200 5,580,000 4,650

Karantina 2,000 13,000,000 6,500

 Corniche
Mazra’a 800 5,760,000 7,200

Baabda

Yarzi 1,100 2,035,000 1,850

Hazmieh 1,700 2,465,000 1,450

Baabda 1,300 2,080,000 1,600

Matn

Ein Saadeh 800 400,000 500

 Qornet
Chehwan 1,000 750,000 750

Broumana 1,500 1,050,000 700

Rabieh 800 2,880,000 3,600

Aley

 Doha
Aramoun 1,100 770,000 700

 Bchamoun
(Maderes) 1,500 375,000 250

Kessrouan

Kfardebian 2,500 375,000 150

Ghazir 1,200 288,000 240

Source: Information International- October 2012

Prices of some apartments sold in October 2012 Table 2
Region Area m² Price (USD) USD/m²

Beirut
Ashrafieh- Sassine 180 603,000 3,350
Ashrafieh- Rizk 150 420,000 2,800
Hamra (City Café) 250 750,000 3,000
Verdun (Bristol) 200 640,000 3,200
Tallet Khayyat 260 910,000 3,500
Mar Elias 180 540,000 3,000
Sodeco 250 1,000,000 4,000
Ras El-Nabe’e 150 390,000 2,600

Baabda
Baabda (Antounieh) 160 400,000 2,500
Baabda (Brazilia) 200 648,000 2,400
Hazmieh- Mar Taqla 200 420,000 2,100
Ain Roummaneh 150 217,500 1,450
Hadath 100 150,000 1,500
Yarzi 290 783,000 2,700
Haret Hreik 160 240,000 1,500
Sfeir 120 192,000 1,600

Matn
Mansourieh 160 260,800 1,630
Bsaleem 210 241,500 1,150

 Baabdat 220 330,000 1,500
Ain Saadeh 200 330,000 1,650
Awkar 150 210,000 1,400
Awkar 130 214,500 1,650
Broumana 200 360,000 1,800
Broumana 250 300,000 1,200

 Aley
Bshamoun (Yahoudieh) 160 208,000 1,300
Doha Hoss 260 481,000 1,850
Aramoun 150 165,000 1,100

 Choueifat 120 138,000 1,150
Khaldeh 260 364,000 1,400

Kessrouan
 Adma 300 480,000 1,600
Adoniss 160 208,000 1,300
Zouk Mikael 150 187,500 1,250
Sahel Alma 160 224,000 1,400
Ballouneh 180 288,000 1,600

Source: Information International- October 2012
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Towards
PRICES OF 100 FOOD 
PRODUCTS-OCTOBER 2012
The majority of the 100 food products we investigate 
every month maintained stable prices in October 
2012, a trend that has been prevailing over the 
past few months. 37 items including oil, dairy 
products, cereals and some canned food registered 
higher prices, while the prices of 54 items remained 
unchanged and only 4 items increased slightly 
in price. Table 1 shows the prices of all 100 food 
products in October 2012.

Prices of 100 food products in October 2012 (in LBP) Table 1

Item and Brand
 Prices

 beginning
  of October

2012

 Prices
 beginning of
 November

2012

 % of
 price
change

Oil
Afia corn oil (3.5 liters) 17,250 17,900 +3.7
Mazola corn oil
(3.5 liters) 16,250 17,000 +4.6

Mazola corn oil
(1.8 liters) 8,250 8,900 +7.8

Slim corn oil (2 liters) 9,000 9,250 +2.8
Wesson corn oil
(2 liters) 8,750 9,500 +8.5

Ghandour soya oil
(3.8 liters) 14,500 17,000 +16

Alfa corn oil (4 liters) 14,750 17,100 +16
Al-Wadi olive oil
(1/2 liters) 7,000 7,000 0

Ketchup and Sauces
Libby’s Ketchup (567 g) 2,100 2,200 +4.7
Extra Ketchup (340 g) 1,400 1,550 +10.7
Extra Ketchup (2.2 kg) 5,500 5,500 0
Dolly’s Mayonnaise
(500 ml) 4,100 4,100 0

 Al-Wadi Mayonnaise
(500 ml) 4,250 4,250 0

Al-Bsat Tahina (900 g) 6,950 6,950 0
Al-Bsat Tahina (450 g) 3,850 3,850 0

 Taous tomato sauce
(70 g) 750 750 0

 Taous tomato sauce
(425 g) 3,200 3,200 0

Tala tomato sauce
(675 g) 3,000 3,300 0

Prices of 100 food products in October 2012 (in LBP) Table 1

Item and Brand
 Prices

 beginning
  of October

2012

 Prices
 beginning of
 November

2012

 % of
 price
change

Dairy Products
 Candia full cream milk
(1 liter) 2,500 2,600 +4

 Candia full cream
yoghurt (1 kg) 3,100 3,250 +4.8

Bonjus labneh (1 kg) 4,890 5,000 +2.2

Taanayel labneh (500 g) 6,000 6,100 +1.7

Candia labneh (500 ) 5,950 6,000 +0.8

Taanayel yoghurt (1 kg) 4,000 4,100 +2.5

Smeds cheese (400 g) 4,850 4,850 0

Picon cheese (360 g) 3,900 3,900 0

Picon cheese (160 g) 1,975 1,975 0
 Double-crème cheese
(1 kg) 11,000 11,000 0

 Fresh country cheese
(1 kg) 11,500 11,500 0

Kashkawan cheese
(1 kg) 14,200 13,500 -5

Lurpak butter (200 g) 2,750 2,750 0

Tatra butter (200 g) 2,500 2,600 +4
 Al-Malaaqtain margarine
(2 kg) 9,850 9,850 0

 Al-Baqara al-Haloub
margarine (2 kg) 35,000 35,000 0

 Vegetaline margarine
(2 kg) 18,500 18,500 0

 Nido full cream milk
(bag) (2,250 g) 21,850 21,850 0

 Nido full cream milk
(bag) (2,500 g) 26,250 26,250 0

 Tatra full cream milk
(1,800 g) 20,500 20,500 0

Cereals
Khater white lentils
(1 kg) 4,000 4,000 0

Khater chick-peas (1 kg) 4,500 4,500 0

Khater beans (1 kg) 2,000 2,100 +5

Peeled wheat (1 kg) 2,000 2,250 +12.5
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Prices of 100 food products in October 2012 (in LBP) Table 1

Item and Brand
 Prices

 beginning
  of October

2012

 Prices
 beginning of
 November

2012

 % of
 price
change

Pineal Lima Bean (1 kg) 4,250 4,350 +2.3

Brown Fine Burgul (1 kg) 2,000 2,250 +12.5

Egyptian rice (1 kg) 1,750 1,750 0

American rice (1 kg) 1,750 1,750 0

Italian rice (1 kg) 2,350 2,350 0
 Al-wadi Hommos Tahina
(380 g) 1,400 1,500 +7.1

 Chtoura Hommos Tahina
(380 g) 1,400 1,550 +10.7

 California Gardens
beans (450 g) 1,400 1,400 0

Al-Wadi beans (450 g) 1,100 1,200 +9

Chtoura beans (480 g) 1,100 1,100 0

Libby’s corn (340 g) 1,450 1,450 0

Pasta

Barilla spaghetti (500 g) 2,250 2,250 0
 Antonio Amato spaghetti
(500 g) 2,200 2,200 0

Monte spaghetti (500 g) 2,300 2,300 0

Sugar (2 kg) 3,500 3,400 -2.8

Al-Ousra sugar (5 kg) 8,250 8,250 0

Salt (700 g) 325 400 +23

Box of salt (738 g) 1,450 1,450 0

Meat, Fish and Eggs

Zwan chicken (200 g) 2,550 2,550 0

Zwan beef (200 g) 2,500 2,500 0
 Luncheon meat beef
(198 g) 2,000 2,100 +5

Al-Mona chicken (200 g) 2,000 2,000 0

Al-Taghzia beef (200 g) 1,950 1,950 0
 Al-Taghzia chicken (200
g) 1,750 2,000 +14.3

Geisha sardines (125 g) 1,250 1,500 +20

Deli sardines (125 g) 1,250 1,250 0

Milo sardines 125 g) 1,150 1,100 0

Geisha tuna (200 g) 4,000 4,000 0

White Bell tuna (200 g) 2,800 2,800 0
 White Diamond tuna
(200 g) 3,000 2,750 -8.4

Skipper tuna (185 g) 2,250 2,500 +11.1

Prices of 100 food products in October 2012 (in LBP) Table 1

Item and Brand
 Prices

 beginning
  of October

2012

 Prices
 beginning of
 November

2012

 % of
 price
change

Eggs (30 eggs) 8,000 8,250 +3.1

Beef (1 kg) 15,000 15,000 0

Lamb (1kg) 22,000 22,000 0

Coffee and Tea

Najjar coffee (1 kg) 17,000 17,200 +1.1

Brazil coffee (1 kg) 13,000 15,000 +15.3

Al-Hisan tea (180 g) 2,750 2,750 0

Nestle (250 g) 2,000 2,000 0

Halvah and Jam

Al-Wadi halvah (454 g) 4,000 4,250 +6.2

Al-Bsat halvah (450 g) 3,500 3,600 +2.8
Chtoura apricot jam
(1 kg) 6,500 6,500 0

Al-Wadi apricot jam
(1 kg) 5,250 5,250 0

Tissues and Detergents

Mimosa tissues (500 g) 2,850 2,850 0
Fine tissues
(200 tissues) 1,330 1,400 +5.2

Primo tissues
(200 tissues) 1,400 1,400 0

Gipsy tissues
(300 tissues) 2,650 2,650 0

Mimosa toilet paper
(4 rolls) 6,100 6,100 0

Yes detergent (750 g) 2,600 2,750 +5.7

Clorox (1 liter) 1,500 1,500 0

Persil (4 kg) 19,500 19,500 0

Ariel (4 kg) 19,500 19,500 0

Fruit and Vegetables

Oranges (1 kg) 1,000 1,500 +50

Tomatoes (1 kg) 750 750 0

Cucumbers (1 kg) 2,000 750 -62.5

Bananas (1 kg) 1,250 1,250 0

Lemons (1 kg) 750 750 0

Apples (1 kg) 2,000 2,000 0

Potatoes (1 kg) 600 750 +25
Source: Information International
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Beirut International Airport



Beirut International Airport

Facebook facts and figures (2012)

 901 million is the number of Facebook 

active users (up from last year’s 680 

million) in the world.

 1 in 7.7 people have a Facebook account 

around the world.

 3.2 billion comments and likes are 

posted on Facebook daily.

 488 million users access Facebook via 

their mobile every month, of whom 83 

million were registered in March 2012.

 300 million photos are uploaded to 

Facebook daily.

 $1.058 billion is the total Facebook’s 

revenue for the first quarter of 2012, up 

from last year’s $731 million.

 15% of Facebook’s revenue is 

contributed by Zynga (an online games 

company).

 42 million “Pages” on Facebook have 

10 or more ‘likes’.

 9 million is the number of apps and 

websites integrated with Facebook. 

Ref: http://cosmediaconsulting.com/blog/interesting-
facebook-facts-figures-and-statistics

Rafic Hariri Internationnal Airport Traffic- 
October 2012

Rafic Hariri International 
Airport passenger traffic 
decreased in October 
2012 by 13.5% (73 740 
passengers) compared 
to September 2012 
and an increased by 
5.2% compared to the 
same period last year. 
A total of 5 052 059 
passengers used Rafic 
Hariri International airport 
in the first ten months 
of 2012, compared to 
4 743 953 during the 
same period last year, 
that is up by 6.5%. Table 
1 illustrates airport traffic in 
October 2012 compared 
to September 2012 and 
October 2011.

Airport traffic in October 2012 compared to September 2012 and October 2011 Table 1

Traffic  September
2012

 October
2012

 October
2011

 % of change
September/

October 2012

 % of change
October 2011/
October 2012

Arriving airplanes 2686 2597 2697 -3.3 -3.9
Departing airplanes 2683 2597 2686 -3.2 -3.4
Total no. of airplanes 5369 5194 5365 -3.3 -3.3
Arriving passengers 232 024 223 551 215 875 -3.7 +3.4
Departing passengers 310 896 246 639 228 514 -20.7 +7.3
Transit passengers 3864 2856 4231 -26.1 -48.1
Total no. of passengers 546 786 473 046 448 620 -13.5 +5.2
Imported goods (per ton) 4155 4692 4124 +12.9 +12.1
Exported goods (per ton) 3766 3407 3242 -9.5 +4.8
Total amount of goods 7921 8099 7366 +2.2 +9.1

Source: Information International and the Directorate General of Civil Aviation.
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 LBP 3165 billion are the amounts 

of interests paid on Lebanon’s 

public debt in the first seven 

months of 2012, i.e. around LBP 

452 billion per month.

 23000 new cars were sold in 

Lebanon in the first eight months 

of 2012, up by 7.5% compared to 

the same period last year.

 LBP 5 million is the donation 

granted to the Lebanese 

government to build a school in a 

town in southern Lebanon. Later, 

it turned out that the building is at 

risk of collapse, so another USD 

500 000 was allocated to remove 

the building before it falls down. 

 LBP 134 million is the 

compensation granted to 

the committees tasked with 

appraising the settlement of 

construction violations. The 

estimated revenues from these 

violations do not exceed LBP 

860 million, which means that the 

members of the committees have 

received 17% of the revenues.

 LBP 150 million is the estimated 

cost for hosting the seventh 

session of the FAO-WHO joint 

commission in Lebanon in 

January 2013.
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