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™A new book entitled “Lebanon’s Wars, Why?”
will be soon published by the Social and Cultural
Development Association (INMA) in cooperation
with Information International within the Bee Series
for civic education.

Editoria

Lebanon’s Wars, Why?®

€ € This is not the Lebanon that | know,” said my colleague. “Why are ‘they’ doing
this to ‘us™?” she continued. An honest, spontaneous yet “benign” remark,
echoing Bush’s famous why “they” hate “us”, speech. We seem to have this
image of ourselves (individuals and nations), that we hold true, where only “good’ is
within “us” and evil is from “them.”

Lebanon is today on the edge of an abyss. However, this is not something new. Since
1943, Lebanon has been witnessing crises and wars, not to mention those of the
nineteenth century. The main problem lies in the system that we have developed either
by consent, force, inaptness, or by all these combined. In fact, our political and socio-
gconomic system strives on crises.

The question is that of legitimacy and authority or the lack of them. A citizen believes
that his country’s political and economic affairs are not his concern due to the
absence of the state, so he delegates a politician, “Za’im” who, for the same reason,
is only concerned with protecting his position and political inheritance, so he entrusts
technocrats of weak political roots with daily government work and foreign powers
with managing the country’s key national affairs. The 1975-1990 civil war was not
about Palestinians and their weapons. Today, the dispute is not between the “March 14
and the March 8 Forces,” or about “freedom, sovereignty and independence” versus
“the resistance’s arms.” It is about power sharing in a system that lives on generating
fear amongst confessions. Human resources are depleted, forced to emigrate or even
assassinated. Moreover, the country’s financial resources are also squandered by
gither corruption or destruction. It seems that the system cannot function without an
“enforcer”, who is always an external force(s).

Those who are called “Zua’ama” or “Emirs of confessions” are not only the victims of
this vicious circle, but also its creators, along with their followers and other citizens. It
is impossible to get out of this infernal circle unless we agree on the need to identify
the defects of our system and join efforts to resolve them. Two steps are required for
this purpose: Reconciliation and objectivity.

The process of reconciliation was halted by a general amnesty law drafted by those who
participated in the war. It is not acceptable to forget about the long 1975-1990 civil war,
which is perhaps still ongoing, as if it never occurred. The subsequent, as well as the
organized looting of the state perpetrated under the slogans of “reconstruction” and the
“state of law and institutions” as a reward to Zua’ama does not provide for stability.

Understanding one’s history as factually as possible and reporting current pertinent
facts is another prerequisite not only to achieve reconciliation but to plan for the future.
It is time to understand that, in the end, everyone loses. Leaders who seek and live
by power are either assassinated or go into oblivion and the people are always the
ultimate victims. We hope that Information International, through its monthly magazine
and other publications, would contribute to reviving the Lebanese people’s memory,
and present them with facts and figures in order for history not to repeat itself.
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